The Fangirl Fodder
“We’ll catch up!” Robert yelled to Amanda as he and Ashley took a part of the trail that was slightly off the beaten path.

“Alright. Just don’t do anything too above your heads now!” Amanda yelled back as she went to catch up herself, as she had been lagging a bit behind Karrie, Rebecah, and Stacy.


“Where are you taking me anyway?” Ashley asked.

“Time will tell, time will tell. But as I have said before, this will totally be worth it,” Robert responded, touching Ashley ever so slightly on the nose. “Now follow me, and you’ll get your surprise.”


“Fine, fine.” Ashley settled, and Robert led her through a short but winding trail. They ducked under low tree branches and stepped over vines. However, it took them less than a minute to reach their destination: a rock jutting out into the stream that ran parallel to the trail. As Robert sat down on the tip and let his legs dangle in the warm water, and as he invited Ashley to sit with him, Ashley realized what was so special about this place. The calming sound of the running water and the birds chirping made this place perfect to come and just…think. Nothing at all could disturb you here.


As Ashley sat, Robert put his arm around her and brought her close to him. He said, “What do you think?”


Ashley calmly responded, “It’s beautiful. I’ve never been so…at peace.”


“Good. Then, it’s time for part two of my surprise…” Robert said as he dug into his pocket and pulled out a folded piece of paper. He handed it to Ashley. She opened it, read it, smiled, laughed, and then was finally speechless.


“I thought you said you weren’t a writer. This is beautiful….”


“Anyone can be a writer with the right motivation,” Robert said as he smiled and looked deeply into Ashley’s eyes. “And now, for part three. This is the real surprise. Close your eyes and stick out your hand.”

Ashley did so. She didn’t know what to expect, as this was the first time she and Robert had truly been alone together. 


Ashley and Robert’s hearts both pounded so hard you could feel it. Robert took a deep breath, and then said, “You know I was never good at explaining things,” Then he took her into his arms and kissed her passionately. The kiss itself lasted nearly thirty seconds, and when they finally realized they had to breathe, Ashley fell into Robert’s arms. He calmly whispered, “You gave me your life, but you also gave me life, and for this I thank you.”


Ashley could say nothing. She seemed to shed a tear of joy as she tightened her grip on Robert.


In the background, however, Amanda smiled. She had been in on this the entire time and had enjoyed seeing the two together. She had also stayed back to watch. Realizing they could easily see her at any moment now, she scampered off to catch up with the rest of the group.


When Ashley could finally talk, she merely and quietly said, “Mine.”

