Chapter Twenty-Two: 

A Black Dove

The bird fiasco had drawn the attention of nearly everyone in the hospital, which was in a sort of silent panic. Nobody knew what had just happened, what was happening, or what was going to happen, but they were being nice and calm about it. After all, birds flying into hospitals may be weird, but it is nothing to riot over. Even the bird’s sudden disappearance is not weird, when you consider the fact that Shane was a girl for a week.

Robert scratched his head for two reasons. One, it was itchy from the bird’s talons having landed in it, and two, he was quite befuddled by the bird’s talons even being on there in the first place. However, he was definitely not ready for what was about to happen.

Once again, a bird flew into the hospital.


Once again, it landed on Robert’s head.


Once again, it was a very strange bird.


“Not again.” Robert said, obviously irritated.


“Shane, you’re the ‘expert.’ Enlighten us. What bird is this that has landed on Robert’s head?” Ray asked.


Shane, ignoring Ray’s quip, simply said, “It’s a dove.”


“A dove?” Ray asked, confused. “But doves aren’t black.”


“It’s a dove. Black, white, purple, pink, it doesn’t matter. I know my doves. Trust me.” Shane said with a sense of finality.


“Is this one going to talk and then disappear again?” Robert asked, not even attempting to rid his head of the bird. 


“I can’t say anything on that. Even though doves are my strong point, they don’t usually exhibit the trait of speech, so I can’t help you there.” Shane replied, sounding more intelligent than usual.


“I can help you, though,” a voice said ominously.


All eyes turned to Robert’s head, knowing that the black dove had spoken. “I’d recognize that voice anywhere…” he said. “Teneria!”


“Your ears are good, child, but you need to use your eyes. Look outside.” Teneria channeled through the bird. Everyone ran to the window, and they were met with horror.


It was raining fire in Stilea. Teneria was standing at the top at one of the city’s skyscrapers throwing fireballs up and letting them rain down. There was mass panic in the city streets and many people were being hit and instantly killed by the fireballs. Robert watched the mass carnage and finally snapped.


“Everyone stay here. You’ll have less chance of dying if you stay in one place. Ray, Shane, Ashley, you stay behind me and attack only if I tell you to. I will take care of Teneria.” Robert said, not even looking behind him to direct orders. 

“Trying to lead your puny militia away from their inevitable fate?” Teneria said, being able to hear their conversation from the dove still stationed on Robert’s head.


“Their inevitable fate is life, and your inevitable fate is death.” Robert said, still ignoring the dove in his head.


“Ha! You’re noble, but stupid.” 


“You’re powerful, but evil.”


“A brave idiot!”


“A peerless coward!”


Teneria hesitated for a moment, and then said, “Enough chat. Let’s end this pitiful struggle.” 


“I thought you’d never say that.” Robert said with a smirk. He suddenly grabbed the dove from off his head and threw it at Teneria. In mid-flight, he shot a fireball at the bird, which exploded, blinding Teneria. Robert took this opportunity to shoot a stream of fire from his palms at Teneria.


Teneria had quick reflexes, though, and she met Robert’s blast with a blast of her own. Robert, however, knew that she would meet his blast and he quickly dove to the side, dodging Teneria’s attack, and he propelled himself towards Teneria by shooting a stream of fire from his feet, much like a rocket.


Teneria was still focused on hitting Robert, but all she hit was the ground just in front of Ashley, Ray, and Shane. It barely missed them, but they managed to avoid injury. Robert got to the top of the skyscraper unnoticed. He snuck up behind Teneria, and he quietly unsheathed his Havenants. 


Then he struck.


He stabbed Teneria squarely in the back with both blades, then he quickly slashed them separate ways, cutting Teneria almost in half. As Teneria fell to the ground, gasping for air, Robert kicked her off the building. Then, as she hurtled toward the ground, Robert leapt off the building and launched himself toward Teneria’s falling body. He made contact, and he made a fist with both hands and straightened his body, making himself a sort of flaming arrow. He hit Teneria right in the stomach and then pinned her to the ground at full speed, creating a flaming crater.


The explosion rocked the already heavily damaged hospital, but it stayed upright. Everyone gathered around the crater at a safe distance as Robert, clothes tattered and bones weakened, walked slowly out of the crater.


“It’s finally over…” he breathed.


“No, it is not!” a voice yelled as Ray and Shane started gagging and gasping for air all of a sudden.
