Final Chapter

When Ashley was born, Teneria was normal. Hard to imagine, yes, but it is true. In fact, her normalcy continued for about a year after Ashley’s birth. Then something happened.

Nobody knows for sure what happened to Teneria. Some theorize that some sort of fire monster, attacked her, which would explain her blackened skin. Some others theorize that she tampered with Fate and was punished for it. Nevertheless, she told no one about what happened.

It must have happened slowly over time, though. She still had enough sanity left to know she had to give Ashley up. She left Ashley on her neighbor’s doorstep, with a note that said, “Ashley. Take good care.”


Ashley did not find out she was an orphan until she turned thirteen, when her “parents” told her they were not actually her parents.  This naturally caught her by surprise, and she learned to accept it. When she moved out with Amanda, Karrie, Rebecah, and Stacy at age fifteen, she had almost forgotten about her real parents.

Teneria also forgot about her child until she met Ashley. Not only was Ashley a familiar name, but she bore somewhat of a resemblance to Ashley as a toddler.


Now, they are about to try to kill each other. Go figure.

*
*
*
*
*


Ashley launched the two orbs of electricity she was holding at Teneria. One missed, but the other grazed her leg. She winced in pain but managed to shake it off.

“My turn!” Teneria yelled as she launched two balls of fire at Ashley. 


“Not if I can help it…” Ashley whispered to herself as she clapped her hands down on the ground, which also helped her avoid the fireballs as she had to duck to perform this action. As her hands hit the ground, an electric current coated the room’s walls, floor, and ceiling. Ashley was, of course, immune to this, but this caused much pain to Teneria.


“T—two can play at that game…” Teneria gasped as she clapped her hands down upon the floor. Now, a carpet of fire coated the room’s walls, floor, and ceiling. Ashley took this opportunity to attack Teneria with the electricity concentrated across the room and strike when Teneria was focused on coating the room with fire. Teneria’s attack was successful, but Ashley managed to launch her attack before she fell victim to Teneria’s fire. To avoid severe burns, Ashley jumped out of the room to a hallway. 

What greeted her when she got up though was amazing. Robert, sitting against the wall, weakly smiled to her. A tourniquet protected his arm. 


“You…you’re alive.” Ashley said, in awe.


“Of course. I am in a hospital,” Robert said weakly. “I managed to fake unconsciousness and crawl off to have a doctor help me,” He winced. “My wound is throbbing pretty badly. They usually only use these things in emergencies.”


“What are you talking about? This is an emergency!” 


“Mm. The doctor said to rest here until I felt like going back out there. And I don’t think I’ll be able to do that for a while. If I have to, I will fight with one sword. I sure as Hedea can’t fight with this arm.” Robert said, raising his left arm ever so slightly, and then letting it drop to his side. 

“Did they give you anything to ease the pain?” Ashley asked.


“Yeah. Gave me this drug called morphine. Don’t know what it is, but it helps a lot.”


“That’s good. You wait here while I finish Teneria off.” Ashley said, getting up to return to the fray. Ashley’s attack would be able to hold Teneria off for a while. She managed to fold the electricity currents in to form a small cube of pure electricity around Teneria, very similar to what Robert did to Lane. Naturally, the electricity cube weakened with time, so Ashley had to hurry. 


“Teneria’s almost finished?” Robert asked, surprised. He made a feeble attempt to stand up, but he fell to his knees.


“What are you doing? You’re definitely not strong enough to face Teneria.” Ashley said, helping Robert sit down again. He shook her off, however, and managed to get up, using the wall as support.


“I may not be able to fight head-to-head, but I can still kill her with this,” Robert said, forming a small ball of fire in his hand. “As they say, ‘If all else fails, use fire.’”


“Well, how are you going to attack her if you can barely move?”


“That’s where you come in. You need to distract her while I get ready for the ultimate finishing move. It will take me a while, but all you need to do is avoid her attacks. I’ll stand just out of sight in here, and then jump out when she’s not expecting it. Try to have her where I can get a good shot, right in front of the hall.”


Ashley hesitated, and then said, “Alright.” She ran out into the lobby, which was in ruin. Teneria, however, was more than ready for this as she had been charging an attack while in her electric prison. She launched it as soon as she saw Ashley run out. Ashley managed to dive out of the way of the giant beam, but it hit the wall next to her, and the wall collapsed. With a wall’s collapse eventually comes the entire room, and this was more than true in this situation. Robert, who had been charging his own attack, instantly stopped and surveyed the scene in front of him.


Ashley was kneeling down, in the corner of the room, covering her head as debris fell down. Teneria was preparing to launch an attack at the other wall, which would cause the corner Ashley was kneeling in to cave in completely, which would surely kill Ashley.

Robert shot a stream of fire at Teneria’s, which deflected it back at the wall Teneria had backed up against. A large piece of wall fell on Teneria, which knocked and pinned her to the ground.


“WHY WON’T YOU DIE ALREADY!?” Teneria yelled in anger as she saw Robert standing there in the hallway, leaning against the wall for support. As a final effort, she threw her fire sword at Robert, which fell pitifully short. 


Robert yelled, “Get out of here!” back into the hallway and then again to Ashley. Many of the hospital workers and a few patients made it out alive, and Robert and Ashley barely made it out the front door. They turned around and watched the hospital cave in on itself. They then shielded their faces to protect them from the smoke, debris, and dust that blew forth from the collapsing hospital. 


When it all finally ended, the hospital was no more than a pile of rubble and debris. A crowd of survivors gathered around it in awe. People all around turned to the person next to them and asked unanswerable questions.

“Is it all finally over?”


“Why did this have to happen?”

“Is that witch dead?”


As if to answer these questions, an earthquake rattled the ground. Unlike most other earthquakes, this one increased in intensity as it went on, and it continued until cracks opened up in the earth. Then, all of a sudden, it stopped.


Deathly silence.


Then a beam shot forth from the middle of the debris. Then another. And another. Multiple beams shot forth. Then, a flash of light blinded everyone.

When the light faded, a horrific sight greeted them.


Teneria was alive. She stood, appearing unfazed, in the middle of the debris. Everyone other than Robert and Ashley started to panic and flee, but Teneria picked almost everyone off one by one. Dr. Partred and Halé managed to escape.


When all that left surrounding the hospital’s remains was Robert and Ashley, Teneria instantly cleared the land surrounding her of any trace of the hospital with one flick of her hand. Not even ashes remained.


Teneria stared at Robert and Ashley for a while, surprisingly doing nothing. Robert broke the silence by taunting, “If you’re the teacher of death, why are you not good at it yourself?”


This set Teneria off. She yelled and shot a giant stream of fire at Robert, which he managed to barely hold off with his one good hand. He successfully protected himself and Ashley from it, though. 


Robert then countered by managing to miraculously lift his left arm and fire a blast from both his palms directly at Teneria.


“You’re not the only one who can deflect attacks, you little runt!” Teneria yelled as she created a shield that indeed deflected the attack. However, Teneria angled her deflection just so. 


The blast that fired from Robert’s own palms hit Ashley. Robert realized what had happened quick enough to stop the blast from completely incinerating her. As she fell to the ground, Robert managed to run over and catch her with his one good hand. She was mortally wounded, and with the hospital gone, she had no hope for survival.


She weakly spoke, “It…it’s okay. I don’t mind dying. We all have to die at some time. Just some…some go sooner than others do. Some go before their time is up. Me…I just went. Don’t cry for me. If you truly love me, you will kill her. If you truly love me…as I do you…” She trailed off and fell limp. 


However, while Ashley was speaking her final words, Teneria had took the opportunity to attack Robert. She leapt into the air, a new sword poised and aimed directly at his heart. As she flew through the air, she yelled, “Never let your guard down! I thought I told you that already!

She never struck, though. Robert, with one quick reflex, had unsheathed one of his Havenants with his good hand and had stabbed Teneria in her own heart, which surprisingly still existed. His blade pierced Teneria like a shish kebob, entering her chest and exiting though her back. She lay suspended in air, limbs limp and eyes wide open.

“I never did.” Robert spoke with an infinite sense of finality.
