Chapter Fourteen: 

Whatever Normal Is

“What the heck just happened?” Amanda said as she rubbed her eyes.

“I’m…not totally sure. Ashley, are you okay?” Robert said as his eyes adjusted to the fading light.


“Yeah, I’m fine. Stupid flash made my vision go poof for a while, though. I should be fine in a while though.” Ashley said, waving her hand in front of her face.


“What about Sheena? She was pretty much hit with a few thousand volts of electricity. That can’t be good for you.” Ray said, squinting to see whatever he could.”


“I’m fine,” a deep voice said. “Whoa, what happened? Ugh, not again…” the deep voice continued.


Robert’s eyes were the first to adjust to the light. “Shane, you’re back.” he said, astonished.


“Shane? Who’s that?” Amanda inquired.


“It’s a long story.” Robert replied.


“I’ve got time. It’s not like we’re being chased by a rabid wolf or anything.” Amanda said, looking over her shoulder to make sure she was right.


“Well, I suppose I’ll tell you then. About two weeks ago, Shane here joined our ragtag group. That same day, we found his uncle dead. Shane had already lost the rest of his family, so it was pretty harsh for him,” Robert said, with Amanda giving an “Aww…” at the last statement. “The next day, we traveled to the next city. A thief attacked us and both Shane and Ray were critically injured. Shane didn’t make it through the night,” Robert continued, with Amanda looking quite puzzled. “Allow me to finish. We were able to revive Shane with some forbidden magic. Sadly, nothing went well. We had revived Shane, but as a female. This is why we called him Sheena. The sudden jolt of electricity from Ashley’s ball must have reversed the magic, turning him back into a male.”


“That’s…interesting. To say the least. It’s amazing, the world we live in.” Amanda marveled.


“Yes, it’s amazing indeed. Want me to show you just how amazing?” Robert said, Amanda being confused at the last statement. She slowly nodded, and Robert snapped his fingers.


Normally, snapping one’s fingers is not too special. However, when you control fire, it can be very special, even extraordinary. Naturally, it was extraordinary. With a simple snap of his fingers, he created a ball of fire. He still had not really practiced his skills, but he tried anyway. He used his hands to mold the ball of fire into the shape of a bird. He plucked wings, smoothed out a beak, and curled out talons.

“Now get ready, and stand back. You’re never going to forget this one.” Robert majestically said. He clapped his hands on the bird shape, and he slowly brought them apart. He released the bird into the air, and it flew off into the sunlit sky.


“It’s a phoenix. A mythological creature.” Robert said, smiling. He whistled, and the phoenix came back to him and rested on his elbow. Robert stroked the majestic bird’s back, and it squawked. He then released it back into the air, and it flew off into the sunlit sky once more, never to be seen by human eyes again.


“And that, Amanda, is how you harness the awesome powers our world hides in the nooks and crannies of our minds. You concentrate, you focus, and you awaken your hidden powers. Everyone has some sort of hidden power, but they are all exponentially different. One man could probably levitate for a split second, and his neighbor could have extremely well developed psychic powers. As you yourself said, it’s amazing, the world we live in.” Robert said, speaking with the wisdom of a million millennia. 


Ashley had been contently watching Robert’s lecture and demonstration the entire time. She had been trying to hide her affection for Robert, but it was at a peak that could not be subdued by even the greatest force of will. 


Ray had been absorbed in Robert’s lecture and demonstration. This was a side of his brother he had never seen before. This was the side of his brother he thought he would never see. Nevertheless, he had just seen it, and he would never forget it.


Shane had been growing used to not being a woman the entire time, and had been vacantly been watching Robert’s lecture and demonstration the entire time. Of course, he was amazed at what Robert had done, and it brought unto him a new perspective on life.


Amanda had naturally been watching Robert’s lecture and presentation the entire time. After all, it was directed at her. She thought of the words Robert had said, “You concentrate, you focus, and you awaken your hidden powers.” She concentrated, she focused.


While Amanda was concentrating and focusing, Ashley had been unsuccessfully attempting to hide her feelings for Robert. Nevertheless, she looked at him longingly, pining for his embrace. She could not take it any longer. She grabbed Robert’s hand out of nowhere, and took him into her arms. Robert was not at all surprised by this, as he had seen her subtle hints, and that he felt the same way about her. He looked deeply into her eyes, and they—

Well, they were about to have a long and passionate kiss, but this was interrupted by Amanda’s sudden sprouting of angel wings. Go figure.
