Chapter Fifteen: 

Exposing the Extraordinary

Everyone stared at Amanda in awe. Her beautiful angel wings spread out gracefully and became gloriously lit by the sunlit sky. Even she was amazed at what she had just done.

“I—I didn’t know…” she mouthed breathlessly.


“That’s…one of the most beautiful things I’ve ever seen.” Ray gawked.


“I’ve never seen anything like it.” Robert said.


Shane simply stared in sheer amazement.


Ashley, however, said nothing and did nothing. She just stared blankly into space. After a few awkward moments of silence, she finally said, “Does this mean Karrie, Rebecah, and Stacy could have powers too?”


“I’m not sure, but I wouldn’t doubt it. I say we go back and check. They’re probably worried about us anyway.” Robert said. 


Amanda put away her wings and simply nodded her head. She then started back, with the others shortly starting to follow her. As they approached the Kaars Inn, Stacy was out sweeping the porch. She looked up from her broom, but it happened to be at an angle, so when she put the pressure from her body on it, it slipped out and fell from underneath her. She lost her balance but miraculously stayed on her feet.


“Robert? Ray? Uhh…person I don’t know? What brings you back here?” Stacy asked.


“We’ve come back to check something. It’s something rather important.” Robert said sternly. 

“Should I go in and get Rebecah and Karrie?” Stacy asked.


“Yes, please do. Thanks.” Robert replied. 

As Stacy ran in to get Karrie and Rebecah, Amanda turned to Robert and said, “How exactly are we going to check for these special powers?”

“Same way we did for you. We tell them to concentrate, to focus, and to release their inner power. It shouldn’t be too hard.”


“I see.” Just as Amanda was saying this, Stacy came out with Rebecah and Karrie.

“What’s up?” Karrie asked. “Something wrong?” 

“Not necessarily. Something may even be right. That is what I want to check for. I am going to need you three to concentrate and focus as hard as you can.” Robert said, as if he were a teacher.

“Focus on what?” Rebecah inquired.

“Focus on your inner self. Your thoughts, your feelings, concentrate on nothing but yourself.” Robert said intelligently.

Karrie closed her eyes and began to concentrate. She almost gave herself a headache, but it paid off. When she opened her eyes, everything was perfectly frozen. Nothing moved an inch. She had frozen time itself. She began to feel nauseous, however, so she concentrated again and unfroze time. 

“Wha—what just happened?” Karrie asked, holding her head.

“If I’m not mistaken, you just froze time. Good for you.” Robert said, smiling. Karrie smiled, too, but it was one of those weak smiles a dying person would give you. Note that she is not dying of course, it is just that she just froze time and it drained her energy a little bit. You would be tired too, freezing time itself and such. “If you don’t feel well, practice it and it’ll eventually become as easy as breathing.”

Rebecah focused as hard as she could on nothing. Of course, focusing on nothing is pretty hard. Nevertheless, it paid off for her too. However, Robert and the others could not tell it had paid off, because she vanished into thin air just as soon as she had unearthed her power. Robert ran into the inn to check on her, and he found her lying down on the couch, giving him the same weak smile and saying, “I think I can teleport. I also think I’m going to sleep.”

As Robert walked back out, Stacy was having a hard time uncovering her power. Her face had turned red, and she could not quite get to the point of focus she needed to get to. Robert told her to keep focusing, and that she would get it eventually. 


Depending on how you define “eventually,” she got it eventually or not. About five minutes, to be precise. Luckily, she was not standing on the porch at the time she unearthed her power, because the slab of rock that lifted her off the ground would have pierced the humble wooded porch quite badly. She was surprised, as any other normal person would have, but she was brave enough to try out her power a little bit. She waved her hands around a few times, and was able to create a rock bridge back down to the ground. She was also feeling a bit woozy, but she did not need to lie down.

“So let me get this straight. I can spread angel wings and fly, Ashley can control electricity, Stacy can control the earth, Karrie can stop time, and Rebecah can teleport. However, all of these powers have side effects, of course. You need to use them in moderation, or else you will hurt yourself pretty badly. I did not have my wings out long enough to feel anything, and Ashley only manipulated electricity a few times. In addition, you say that with practice, our skills will mature and we will be able to perform them better, longer, and more often. Of course, we should not abuse them; use them for good, not for personal gain, blah blah blah. Am I right?” Amanda explained. Robert simply nodded.


He then added, “All of that is true. With my power, given the fact that it was not awakened by me but by a higher power, it has already matured fairly well. Making the phoenix is about as far as I can go at the moment.”


“So what are you guys going to do with all this newfound power?” Ray asked.


“You know, I haven’t thought of that yet. Of course, we could always leave the inn and be a noble troupe, but that just does not fit us. We could also become a traveling freak show, but it’s just not right if people pay us to be ourselves. We’d go with you guys, but we don’t want to be a bother. I can’t see all of us ever leaving this inn where we’ve made it on our own for about a year now. Ashley made the decision to leave by herself, and she deserves to go with you by herself. I just don’t know what we’re going to do. This is a new life for us.” Amanda said solemnly.

“I’ve got it. I know you don’t want to leave the inn, but it’ll all work out in the end. You could leave the inn behind, and go with us, just not with us. Know what I mean?” Robert said.


“I think so. You mean, go on the same type of journey as you, hone our skills, save the world one person at a time, all that junk?” Amanda replied.


“Yeah, that. Talk it over with the others, of course. It’d be a smart thing to do, though.” Robert said.


Then, something struck Robert’s mind. He had completely forgotten about Teneria! She was probably miles ahead of them by now, maybe even to Rasten. 


Then again, she may very well be behind the inn, preparing for a surprise attack when Robert least expects it.

